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BASEBALL
CLUB
Holt High School

Rams Baseball

5885 W. Holt Road

Holt, MI 48842

Holt Baseball Parent / Player Handbook
Holt Baseball Coaching Staff

Athletic Office: 517-694-2383
Varsity

Head Coach:  Keith Allen
Assistant:  Steve Coon
Assistant:  Jeff VanEnkevort
Assistant:  Dave Betz
Junior Varsity

Head Coach:  Mark Rokita & Josh Jones
Freshman

Head Coach:  TBD
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Florida Itinerary from 2019

HOLT - 2019 TAMPA BAY SPRING TRAINING SCHEDULE

Sat. 3/30 – Bus Leaves Holt High School 5PM

Sun. 3/31

Arrive at Dolphin Beach resort

Check in at Dolphin Beach Resort 3p or later

7:15p - Dinner at Eckerd College

Mon. 4/1

7:00am Breakfast at Eckerd College (must be out of Eckerd café by 7:30a)

900am -1100am - Practice at Baseball City, Field #2

1100-1145am – Lunch

1145 – 200pm – Brown and Gold Scrimmage

5:45p-6:45p - Practice at Baseball City, half field

7:15p - Dinner at Eckerd College

Tues. 4/2

7:00a Breakfast at Eckerd College (must be out of Eckerd café by 7:30a)
900-1100 - Practice at Baseball City, Field #2

1100-1145 – Lunch

1145 – 200pm – Brown and Gold Scrimmage

5:45p-6:45p - Practice at Baseball City, half field

7:10p -  Attend Rays v. Rockies at Tropicana Field in St. Petersburg (Eat Dinner there)
Wed. 4/3

7:00am - Breakfast at Eckerd College (must be out of Eckerd café by 7:30a)
9a-11a  - Practice at Baseball City, Field #2

11:00-11:45 – Lunch

11:45 – 2pm – Brown and Gold Scrimmage

5:45p-6:45p Practice at Baseball City, half field

7:15p - Dinner at Eckerd College

Thurs. 4/4

7a Breakfast at Eckerd College (must be out of Eckerd café by 7:30a)
9:00a-11:00am Practice at Baseball City, Field #2

11:00-1145 – Lunch

114:5 – 2:00pm – Brown and Gold Scrimmage

5:45p-6:45p Practice at Baseball City, half field

Evening- John’s Pass village & boardwalk (Eat Dinner there)

Fri. 4/5

Check out at Dolphin Beach Resort

7:00am -  Breakfast at Eckerd College (must be out of Eckerd café by 7:30a)
Bus departs Tampa (TBD)


Sat 4/6 – Arrives back at Holt High School (TBD)
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HOLT RAMS BASEBALL

Fundraising Overview

FUNDRAISING – Not many people like the word FUNDRAISING, but it is a necessity to keep our programs funded at the level of play we want our children to experience and provide an environment of pride and social connections between players, families and community.  It is also a way to assist boys in earning money for their player accounts to cover player fees and start saving money for the Spring Break trip.  

· Firekeepers Casino Trip – This is a great opportunity for our new high school baseball families to meet and get to know the upper classman families while having a fun time.   Goal is to host (2) trips a year filling (2) buses each trip.  If we fill the bus, $27.50 from each ticket goes to the individual player’s account.  i.e. If you have 10 people join, you will have $275 placed in your account.   Dean Transportation picks up around 4:30 PM and takes the group to Firekeepers.  We return around midnight.   SAVE THE DATE: Feb 1, 2020.  In the future – we would like to host two trips a year.  

· Banners – We want to cover the fences with banners.   This is such a great opportunity for local business to advertise to Holt Families and other local teams we are playing.  If you are a business owner or would be willing to help meet with local businesses, please meet Kevin Ethridge after our meeting.  

· Softball/Baseball Game – We are super excited about starting an Annual Softball/Baseball game.   The kids are already on board.  We are looking to have the game would be held on a Saturday, in May.  It will be played around tournaments the teams may have.    We will sell tickets to the game and have concession open.  This would be lots of fun for the players and bragging rights at school.   
· Ford Drive 4 UR School  – This is a super easy way to fundraise for the program; and can raise up to $6,000 for the program.  All you need to do is stop by and drive a vehicle around the school on a designated route.  There is a quick survey that needs to be completed at the end of your drive for Holt to receive the donation.   Looking to have some games and food to make the experience enjoyable.   The players join drivers for the ride.  This will take place sometime in May.  

· TV Raffle – this was very successful last year and would like to host it again this year.   Boys sell 50/50 tickets for a chance to win a large TV.   Last year, we held a live stream of the drawing – done by Coach Allen. This was a huge hit for families to watch if they won!  Timing is sometime in April. 
· Euchre Tournament – we are looking at hosting a tournament for the adults to get together.  This would be a fun night like the Casino Trip to get to know each other.  Food could be provided.  There would be a cost to play/enter.  TIMING –?
· Meet the Rams Night Aka Holt’s “Draft Day” –The Boosters will be hosting dinner in the High School Commons followed by a short program in the Auditorium to introduce and welcome each of our teams for the 2020 season.  This will give the opportunity for the coaches to introduce themselves and each player can answer a fun question.   Cost would be $5 per person/$15 max per family.   This will take place soon after tryout announcement.

· Smaller fundraising that adds up:

· Holt Apparel, Concessions, Boot Camp for Junior Rams, Scrip, Kroger

We are continually striving to improve our program and find ways to help the players earn money in their accounts.  We are open to any new ideas to pursue to continue to grow this program and help make Holt Rams Baseball a great experience for these young men. If you are interested in helping with fundraising, please see Kathy, Kim, Kevin or Cheryl after the meeting or contact via email below. 

Kathy VanEnkevort, kvanenke@us.ibm.com
Kim Etheridge, kethridge7273@gmail.com
Kevin Etheridge, keesemperfi@yahoo.com
Cheryl Walter, cwalter@wielandbuilds.com 

Go Holt Rams!
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General Calendar
	Spring

	
	When
	Activity
	

	
	Monday, March 14th
	Tryouts Begin 
	

	
	
	
	

	
	March 
	Field Clean Up
	

	
	March
	Apparel Sales
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Summer
	 

	
	When
	Activity
	

	
	June
	Program Wide Banquet
	

	
	Mid June
	Summer League
	

	
	July
	Jr. Rams Summer Camp
	

	
	First Weekend in August
	Taylyr Cochran Memorial Alumni Game
	

	
	August
	Golf Outing
	

	Fall
	 

	
	When
	Activity
	

	
	Early September
	Wooden Bat Fall League
	

	
	Late October
	Field Clean Up
	

	
	Early December
	Winter Workout Sign Up Meeting
	

	
	September
	Children’s miracle network (Staudt Band Concert) 
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Winter
	 

	
	When
	Activity
	

	
	Early February
	Jr. Rams Boot Camp 
	

	
	Early February
	Jr. Rams Evaluations
	

	
	February/March
	Meet the Coaches/Tryout Meeting
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SAMPLE TRYOUT FORM

HOLT RAMS BASEBALL

	DRILL


	TIME/AMOUNT


	COMMITMENT/COMMENTS



	90 FEET


	
	GRADES


	GPA



	90 Feet (2)


	
	HUSTLE


	  1           2           3            4            5



	SIT-UPS

2MIN
	
	COMMENTS/

IMPROVEMENTS

	PUSH-UPS

2MIN
	

	CONE DRILL


	

	VERTICLE


	INCHES:              LEVEL:  1    2    3

	BROAD JUMP
	


	HITTING
	DEFENSE



	POWER


	  1         2           3            4              5


	MECHANICS
	1         2           3           4              5

	CONTACT


	1         2           3            4               5


	ACCURACY
	1         2           3            4              5

	MECHANICS


	1         2           3            4               5


	RANGE
	1     2     3     4      5 TIME:

	BUNTING


	1         2           3            4               5


	ARM STRENGTH
	VELOCITY:


	PITCHING
	CATCHERS



	MECHANICS


	  1         2           3            4              5


	BLOCKING
	1         2           3            4              5

	CONTROL


	1         2           3            4               5


	FEET
	1         2           3            4              5

	FASTBALL


	1         2           3            4               5


	RECEIVING
	1         2           3            4              5

	OFF-SPEED


	1         2           3            4               5


	QUICKNESS
	   1         2           3            4              5

	MPH
	
	POP-TIME
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THE WINNING TRADITION

Championships

	League
	District
	Regional
	Classic

	1972

1973

2000

2003

2009

2012
	1973

1999

2003

2005

2010

2012

2015

2016

2017
	2017
	2000

2005
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Detach and Return
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Holt Rams Baseball Mission Statement & Philosophy








MISSION STATEMENT


Our mission is to compete at our highest level while exhibiting discipline, teamwork, sportsmanship as well as an unparalleled work ethic and respect for the game.  We are committed to displaying integrity, character and leadership qualities on the field, in the classroom and in the community.  Our relentless pursuit of consistent greatness will foster our growing legacy and honor our winning tradition.





PHILOSOPHY OF ATHLETICS


The athletic program at Holt High School is an integral part of the school’s total curriculum.  Participation in athletics compliments the total educational experience for all youths and should be administered on the basis of educational values.





Participation in a sound athletic program contributes to the development of health, happiness, physical skills, emotional maturity, social competence and moral values.  These qualities are critical to the developing student and future society member.  The student athlete engages in individual and group efforts through participation in the athletic experience.  Cooperation and competition offer unique opportunities to develop the spirit of play and the will to succeed.





A coach’s responsibility is to develop and enhance athletic skills and sportsmanship in all student athletes.  All of us must work together within the framework of the total school program.  No program can be successful without loyalty and cooperation among the staff.





These qualities are essential to the student athletes’ lifetime learning experiences, which will be useful as they become productive citizens.


Holt believes that a strong athletic program develops athletes and teams that represent their school and community personally.  The spirit of leadership generated through HHS athletes will not only influence the athletic program, but also more importantly, contribute to the overall spirit and demeanor of our entire school community.





                              








Team Policies








All School Rules Apply:


Athletic/academic eligibility, drug and alcohol policy, harassment, etc. (see student handbook).  


If it is in the handbook, it applies to this team and does not involve the coaching staff.


The rules in the student handbook are administrative rules.


Should these rules not be followed, students will lose playing time and or be removed from the team.


Team Drug and Alcohol Policy:


Apart from the rules set forth in the student handbook regarding drugs and alcohol, there are additional rules within this program. 


Any player caught in possession of or in use of any illegal substance will be immediately suspended from the team for one third of the season.  


Should the offense occur during the final third of the season, that player shall be suspended from the team for the remainder of the season including the State tournament.


If a player is caught in offense for a second violation, that player shall be dismissed from the team indefinitely.


Hazing:


Hazing of any type will not be tolerated.  Zero tolerance.


Anyone caught hazing a teammate will automatically be turned over to administration for proper disciplinary action.


Class:


Student Athletes are required to attend class REGULARLY and ON TIME.


Players are to prepare themselves for assignments and exams over the course of the spring trimester, not on the last day.


Players will not use any class assignments or exam preparation as an excuse to miss practice.








                              








Team Policies Continued…








Conduct On and Off the Field:


Players are expected to conduct themselves in a first class manner around school as well as within the community.


On the field, players will be held to superior sportsmanship and character.  This includes actions towards teammates.


Any abuse of school owned equipment or property shall not be tolerated and will result in the loss of playing time.


Use of foul language shall also result in the loss of playing time.  Our dugout is not your house; it is a public facility in which you shall represent our district with integrity and class.  This rule also applies on the field as well as the any other HHS baseball club facility (i.e. 9th grade hitting deck).


Bus Conduct:


Players are expected to use the same conduct on the bus as is expected in the dugout. 


Upon arrival at the game site, players shall be FULLY dressed as if you are entering the game.  This includes; tied spikes, jewelry removed, jersey tucked in, hat on, etc.


Headphones and quiet conversation is acceptable during transit.  However, all headphones shall be put away upon arrival and exit from the bus.


Game sites within 30 miles from the school shall require individual means of transportation home.  This too will be communicated with your head coach so that the staff is aware of who is commuting with whom.


Injuries and Sickness:


All injuries and sickness will be reported immediately to the coaches so that treatment can be initiated as promptly as possible.


Should approval by a doctor be required by our athletic trainer, it is the player’s responsibility to provide the proper documentation prior to their return to practice or a contest.








                              








Team Policies Continued…








Home Games:


Players are required to be at the field by 2:55.  Players will be FULLY dressed for play by 3:00, including jewelry removed, jerseys on and tucked in, spikes on and tied, hat on, etc.


It is the players responsibility to make sure their uniform is clean at the start of each game (refer to washing instructions).


The entire team MUST stay following a double header until all cleanup projects are completed.  DO NOT put away your personal items prior to taking care of your job for the team.


Attendance:


Attendance is mandatory for ALL practices and events.  


If an athlete is excused from a practice the day before a game, he shall be eligible to play in the game the next day, although his participation shall depend on the coach’s discretion. 


If an athlete is excused on the day of a game, he shall be eligible to play in the next game.  However, once again his participation shall depend on the coach’s discretion.


Every player must participate in three out of the six hours of class to be eligible for either practice or a game that day.  If a player is absent from school, they are not eligible to participate in practice or a game the day of the absence.


Attendance at ALL fundraisers and field cleanups is essential to the success of our program.  Please have the courtesy to be there and participate!


Acceptable excuses include, but are not limited to:


Personal or family illness.


Family or personal problem.


Unacceptable excuses include, but are not limited to:


Medical/dental appointments (without coach approval).


Overnight field trips, vacations or other outings (without coach approval.)











                              








ANNUAL VARSITY SPRING TRIP





Varsity Baseball Spring Baseball Trip


Round Trip Transportation


Lodging for 5 Nights 


10-12 hours of baseball practice/scrimmages per day.


Meals included in cost.


Team Bonding and Unforgettable Memories with Your Team!





DOLPHIN BEACH RESORT





�





Cost (all dollar amounts are estimates)


Item�
Cost�
Cost per player (20)�
�
Charter Bus�
13,000�
$650�
�
Florida Cost


Fields-Practices-Hotels-Meals�
13,200�
$660�
�
Rays Game


(Optional)


�
Varies�
$25-50�
�
TOTAL COST�
�
Approx.: 1300-1350 per player�
�



If you are an existing member of our program or a new member, you need to plan to participate in our spring trip.  Failure to participate in the trip will result in a loss of playing time at the start of the season.  The trip is simply not as impactful without the entire roster in attendance.  We invite the families of our program to plan their spring break in Florida.  Families are welcome to come watch practices and/or scrimmages throughout the week.  











                              








General Information








Thank you in advance for the support of your son and of this program.


Please Respect our dugout during games as it is for team personnel only.  Feel free to talk with your son prior to warm-ups, between or after games.


If you would like to request a meeting, please do so by phone 24 hours following the incident that caused your request or the conclusion of a contest.


UNIFORM CARE – We expect EVERYONE to follow the manufacturer’s washing instructions when caring for the schools property.











Positive Sports Parenting (www.recruitingrealities.com)





Make sure your child knows win or lose, that you love them, you appreciate their efforts and you are not disappointed in them.


Try your best to be completely honest about your child’s athletic capability, competitive attitude, sportsmanship and actual skill level.


Be helpful but don’t “coach” on the way to the diamond, on the way home, at breakfast and so on.


Teach them to enjoy the thrills of competition, trying, working, improving their skills and attitudes.


Try not to relive your athletic life through your child in a way that creates pressure.  Remember, you struck out too as well as won; you were frightened; you backed off at times; and you were not always heroic.


Don’t compete with the coach.  The young athlete often comes home and chatters on about “coach says this, coach says that.”  This is often hard to take, especially for the father or mother who has had some sports experience.


A parent’s “Coaching job” is the toughest one of all and takes a lot of effort.  Sometimes in your desire to help your child, best intentions can end up being counterproductive.  Applying the “Positive Sports Parenting” reminders will go a long way towards fostering an environment your child can use to enjoy and excel in their sport.








                              








Inside the Numbers (www.ncaa.org)








Approximately 3 in 50, or about 6.4% of high school senior boys interscholastic baseball players will go on to play men’s baseball at a NCAA member institution.


Less than 9 in 100, or about 8.9% of NCAA senior male baseball players will get drafted by a Major League Baseball (MLB) team.


Approximately 1 in 200, or 0.44% of high school senior boys playing interscholastic baseball will eventually be drafted by an MLB team.


Approximately 200 participants play little league baseball per age group in most communities.  An estimated 15 players make the Junior Varsity team (7%), while an estimated 10 players from each class make the Varsity baseball team (5%) from that original group of little leaguers.  Consider it a privilege, NOT A RIGHT to compete for your local high school baseball team.  Understand that it takes MORE than talent to achieve this status.























HOLT RAMS BASEBALL BOOSTERS








The Rams Baseball Boosters was established to promote the HHS baseball program. Our members consist of parents, community members and HHS baseball alumni and supporters. The Rams Baseball Boosters are also working to promote the ideals of community service, good sportsmanship, teamwork and integrity in our players.





Booster Club Committees


Parents are welcome to join the Booster Club to work in one or more of the following areas:





Fundraising


Field Maintenance


Concessions








Alternative Volunteer Roles


We understand that not everyone feels compelled to volunteer for a board position, parent rep, or even a fundraiser chairman or committee member. Here are some other areas of need for volunteer help within our program:





Post Game Field Area Cleanup	


Scoreboard Operators


Game Day P/A & Audio		











		


		











                              








FUNDRAISERS





                              








FUNDRAISERS CONTINUED…











IMPORTANT NOTE





Participation in fundraisers is expected.  Just as the members of our program expect updated equipment and facilities for their son to use each season, the program expects volunteer workers to contribute to the collection of the funds needed to execute those improvements and upgrades.  Again, if a player cannot help with a fundraiser listed above, it is the player’s responsibility to contact the HHS baseball staff.














                              








FUNDRAISER ACCOMPLISHMENTS & GOALS








Recent Accomplishments from Fundraising Earnings


Center field wind screen with “Holt Rams” printed in 5 foot letters


Home schedule sign mounted on the back of the scoreboard for all to see when driving around the West side of the school.


Conference flags for display on game days to add to the atmosphere.


Upgraded sound system.  New player specific walk up songs will be played this year for all Varsity home games as well as entertaining sounds and music during and between games.  This again adding to the atmosphere on game day.


New on deck circles.


Batting and pitching turf mats to protect the field during practice.


Various upgrades to the 9th Grade Campus hitting deck:  2017 Regional Championship photo enlarged and framed, turf stance mats in each cage, new paint covering the old gymnastics motif.


Varsity field enhancements: coaches boxes and on deck circles filled in with grass, strip cut from mound to plate, dugout sight improvements, rebuilt pitching mound.


New Varsity uniforms in 2012 and alternate game jerseys in 2017.


New Varsity jackets and helmets in 2013.


4 New L-Screens for use at the 9th Grade Campus as well as game field.


Storage Shed


Future Goals from Fundraising Earnings


Field groomer 		


Field upgrades, updates and more preventive maintenance 


Windscreen around the entire outfield fence 


Concrete in the batting cage area 


Seating and view ability improvements


Protective screens


New pitching machine (purchased 2022)


Practice field upgrades, updates and more preventive maintenance











Tryouts











Players will be evaluated on the following areas during tryouts (in no specific order):


Academics (MUST be passing 4 out of 6 classes to be eligible)


Grade sheets are handed out and must be turned in to your respective coach by the conclusion of the first week of tryouts (or sooner if specified by the coach).


Throwing and Fielding


Hitting and Bunting


Hustle & Work Ethic


Coachability


Position(s)


Team Drills and Game Intelligence








All tryout participants MUST have a current physical on file with the high school.  Any player without a current physical on file must sit out until the proper documentation is obtained and handed in to the athletic office at the high school.











                              








Cuts





Each student-athlete will have a private conference with the coaching staff.  During the conference, we will discuss if they earned a spot on the team.  If a spot is earned we will discuss expectations and how we feel the student-athlete best fits for team success. 














Player Movement








All players will begin tryouts with their respective potential teams (freshmen with freshmen, sophomores with JV, juniors and seniors with Varsity) unless otherwise directed by the coaching staff.





If the coaches see that a player could possibly join another team, the coaching staff will consult with the student-athlete and then contact the parents.








This applies to both players, playing up as well as players, playing down a level (this only applies to Junior’s playing Junior Varsity).





The coaching staff will make movements with players based on both that year’s application as well as a forecasted judgment for where that player will fit in with the program in the future.














Disputing a Cut Athlete





24 Hour Period


Parents or athletes that wish to dispute a cut must wait at least 24 hours before doing so.  This eliminates any emotional reactions that may be out of line at the time by both sides of the dispute.  Parents must keep in mind that this is not an easy thing to do as a coach and we ask everyone involved to respect that in giving at least 24 hours before addressing any concerns.














                              








Frequently Asked Questions








Q: What do I need to purchase for my son?


A:  Due to the hard work fundraising, our program is able to provide the following: game jersey, hat, and belt and batting helmets.   





Pants will be provided for Varsity players only.  Freshmen and JV will need to purchase their own white pants.





Q:  Can a junior player try out for the JV team?


A:  No.  A junior who is moved to the JV team by the HHS baseball staff is done so with purpose.  A junior may not try out for the JV team.





Q:  Who can attend the Spring Trip?


A:  The initial invitations are extended to all potential Varsity players.  Should the baseball staff feel the need to fill other positions in need, we may ask an underclassman to attend.  This will be done by specific and individual invitation only.





Q:  What do the players do that are home during Spring Break?


A:  The JV and freshman teams may combine practices with the players who remain in town during the break.  Please ask your respective coach for further instruction.  All players are strongly urged to continue working over the break as our season begins promptly following the break.





Q:  I feel my son is good enough to “play up” a level.  Can I have him tryout for the JV or Varsity team if he’s an underclassman?


A:  No.  Players will begin tryouts at their respective level unless otherwise advised by the HHS baseball staff.





Q:  If I do not use our player fund for the Spring Trip, do I receive a refund?


A:  No.  The player accounts are not personal bank accounts.  Any player account that is not cashed out prior to a player’s graduation, the balance is returned to the general fund for program use in other areas of need.
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By signing below it is understood by the player, parent of the player and the Holt baseball coaching staff that the player shall abide by all rules set by the HHS baseball staff.














Player Signature						  Date			





Parent Signature						  Date			








Coach Signature						  Date			













      

